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Robbie Russell and Mike Hotchkiss, owners of Georgia Bamboo, accepted the roles of President and Vice President of the Southeast 
Chapter several years ago.  Over the years they maintained these positions when no one else was able or willing to.  They deserve 
recognition for the perseverance that they’ve shown and the hard work they did to keep our chapter alive.  Both Robbie and Mike have 
graciously agreed to serve as board members and will continue to be an integral part of our chapter. 
 

Thank you also to Steve and Barbara Denahan. Steve is the outgoing chapter secretary and membership chairperson, and Barbara 
was the newsletter editor.  Thanks also to Gayle Lewis, who was the chapter webmaster.  We appreciate your service to the Southeast 
chapter!   

The Southeast Chapter of the 
American Bamboo Society 

        Quarterly Newsletter             Spring Edition 
 
                 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Hello Friends-  
I hope that this newsletter finds each of you in good health and spirits! My vision is 

for this quarterly publication to be a thorough and convenient reference to the exciting projects  that  
the Southeast Chapter has planned for 2007 and beyond.  I would like for it to be a collaborative  
effort- PLEASE contribute items that relate to bamboo and our mission to share this beautiful plant  
with others.  We all have busy lives, but please take the time to share your experiences and ideas with 
 us. We are fortunate to have a talented group of folks that make up this chapter- the officers are a  
great representation of this talent.  The chapter meeting in February, though quite lengthy, had an  
eager tone that left Tracy and me inspired and motivated to dedicate more of ourselves to the  
chapter.  I’m sure that others were left with this same feeling.   

I plan to coincide the publishing of the newsletter with the changing of the seasons, so please 
submit newsletter items by the first day of each month in which the Equinox or Solstice occur (March, June, September, 
and December).  Please know that the newsletter is a work in progress and that this format is not set in stone!  

Sincerely, 
Katie Cato   

 

 

Spring Clean-Up Day at Byron – March 24th 
 

Identifying and Growing Hardy Bamboos EARF Workshop – April 14th & 15th 
 

Bamboo & Cement:  A Modern Marriage EARF Workshop - June 3 – 8 
 

Bamboo Festival at North Carolina Arboretum - August 11th & 12th 
 

Fall Equinox Green Gathering at EARF - September 22 & 23 
 

Fall Clean-Up Day at Byron - November 17, 2007 at 9 am 
 
 

Are you interested in hosting a chapter event or giving a workshop?  
Do you have suggestions on ways we can improve participation and 
increase membership?  We would love to hear your ideas!  Please 

contact Tracy Cato at tcato@mail.com. 



Page 2 of 8 

 

            

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appointed Positions

Director: 
Adam Turtle 

Board Members: 
Robert Russell 
Mike Hotchkiss 

*Paul Schneider 

       ABS Representative: 
Bill King 

Librarian: 
Mary Ann Silverman 

 
 

Webmaster/Membership 
Chair: 

**John Tkach 
Newsletter Editor: 

***Katie Cato 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Michele (“Chele”) has been interested in bamboo since 1964 when she lived in the Far East (Japan, Philippines, Vietnam) 
and took trips throughout Asia.  She is currently growing 47 species of bamboo in about sixty locations on her eight-acre 
mountain top in northeast Tennessee. Chele is the creator and owner of bamboo world web group at Yahoo.  This website 
currently has over 211 members  In addition to bamboo, Chele grows varieties of lilac and birch trees, blueberries, and 
organic veggies.  Chele has been a field ornithologist for over fifty years.   She raises exotic ducks, owns three African 
Grey parrots and a Red-Lored Amazon parrot.  She also has two German Shepherds.  Chele is retired, but also fills her time 
as a multi-faceted artist-being a Damascus bladesmith, blacksmith, woodworker, and jewelry and leather worker.     
Web group: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/bamboo_world 

Tracy’s interest in bamboo began early, playing in and around the huge clumps of B. multiplex ‘Silverstripe’ in his 
grandparents’ yard.  He has only recently begun a more involved relationship with bamboo, having spent most of 2004 
working with the Turtles in Tennessee and, since late 2004, growing bamboo near is childhood home in southwest Georgia.  
Tracy is married to our newsletter editor, Katie.  They are growing 95 species and forms of running and clumping bamboos 
and many other edible, useful, interesting, and unusual plants.   
 

John lives in Charlotte, North Carolina with his wife Michelle, and their three children Quattro, Alexandra and Matthew. 
He is a relative newcomer to bamboo having first been bitten by the bamboo bug in the late 1990’s when he and his wife 
moved across the street from a two acre grove of Phyllostachys aurea. He is currently planting bamboo on 20 acres of land 
in Upstate South Carolina where he has 29 different bamboos planted. John has been a member of the Southeast Chapter 
of the American Bamboo Society since 2005 and hopes to use his appointment as secretary to help grow the chapter and 
continue its traditions. In addition John has taken on the task of maintaining and updating the SEC website.      
 

*New Board Member- Paul has been a member of ABS since 1989 when he joined the Northeast Chapter.  In October 2003, 
he moved to Tennessee and became a member of the Southeast Chapter in January of 2004.  He is currently retired and works 
part time at an independent nursery.  Paul is also a sculptor, working in mixed media, including bamboo.  His horticultural 
interests also include hardy palms, native cacti, Asian and native woody plants, and much more.  He is also a member of the North 
American Rock Gardening Society, the Southeast Hardy Palm Society, and the Perennial Plant Society of Middle Tennessee. 
 

 **Newly Appointed- See New Officer bios. 
 

***Newly Appointed- Having grown up on a wholesale nursery in Athens, Georgia, Katie has always been interested in plants.  
Bamboo made its way into her life in 2004 when she moved to ‘Our’ Bamboo Nursery to work with Adam and Sue Turtle as an 
intern.  She and her husband, Tracy, own Thigpen Trail Bamboo Farm in rural South Georgia.  She also works as a school social 
worker and an artist.   
 

Thank you Lau-Kin for returning to serve as our treasurer! 
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August 11th & 12th 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Spring Clean-Up Day at Byron 
Saturday, March 24th 9am 

 
There will be a cleanup day in the bamboo groves of the USDA temperate bamboo germplasm collection on Sat. 
March 24, 2007 at 9 am at the USDA Southeastern Fruit and Tree Nut Research Laboratory in Byron, GA.  There are 
90 accessions of over 70 species and cultivars of bamboo.  Participants can dig plants and take home poles thinned 
from the groves.  Gloves, loppers, saws and shovels are very helpful.   
 
Contact Melanie Harrison Dunn, (770) 412-4097 for more information.  People wanting more than a plant or two 
are encouraged to come on Friday, March 23.  Appointments to dig on Friday can be made with Melanie Harrison 
Dunn.   
 
To get to the USDA Lab take I-75 to exit 149 and head east on GA49 (left turn if coming from the north and right if 
coming from the south).  Approximately one block from the interstate, turn right on Dunbar Rd. (just past the 
Krystal) and go 1/4 mile.  The entrance to the Lab is on the left. 

Byron Area Motels                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Best Western 101 Dunbar Rd. Hwy 49, Byron (478) 956-3056                                                                                                                                                                

Comfort Inn -115 Chapman Rd., Byron (478) 956-1600                                                                                              
Days Inn I-75 & Hwy 49, Byron (478) 956-5100                                                                                                                                              

Holiday Inn Express 312 Highway 49 North - (478) 956-7829                                                                                                                                                         
Super 8 Motel, 305 Hwy 49 N, Byron, GA (478) 956-3311 

 The first SEC Bamboo Festival will be held the weekend of August 11-12 at the North Carolina Arboretum, located 
near Asheville/Blue Ridge Parkway.  Stefani Oshima, of Haiku Bamboo Nursery, is the coordinator of this exciting event.   
All bamboo nurseries, bamboo arts/crafters, bamboo musicians/instrument crafters, are invited to exhibit and vend.  Space for 
demonstrations, education, and lectures is available as well. 
 There is no charge for the booth for ABS members who would like to sell their bamboo plants, crafts, etc. A 15% 
commission of all sales will be paid to The NC Arboretum at the end of the event.  The NC Arboretum will provide tables, 
chairs, buckets, brooms, and tents to vendors/exhibitors.  
 The site for the festival includes an auditorium, veranda/open grass area, and one classroom for lectures.  The 
space used will depend on the number of booths that are reserved.  Parking is free for those who reserve booth space.  They 
will receive a parking pass.  Attendees of the festival will be charged $6 per vehicle. 
 The event will be publicized in the local newspapers, Arboretum newsletter, and other media.  People come from 
all over the U.S. to visit the Blue Ridge Parkway, Asheville, and the Biltmore House.  This brings a high volume of visitors to 
the North Carolina Arboretum. Plus, the location is central for the SEC and other ABS chapters to come together for this yearly 
festival.  An ABS membership booth will provide information for visitors, including listings of bamboo nurseries close to their 
homes. 
 More information will be available at the end of March.  Details about transporting materials into the building, 
check-in/check-out times, hotels and other lodging as well as a program brochure will be coming soon. 
 Reserve your booth as soon as possible!  The deadline is April 31st.  Stefani will send you a reservation form. 
 

Contact Stefani Oshima (828)685-3053 9am-5pm, Mon.-Fri. 
Or e-mail: stefanioshima@hotmail.com 
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Earth Advocates Research Farm (EARF) 
Bamboo Institute of Tennessee Class/Event Schedule 2007 

 
 
April 14 & 15  --  Identifying and Growing Hardy Bamboos. 
       A 2-day weekend workshop at EARF near Summertown, TN  

(lunch and snacks included both days, dinner Saturday night included) 
We will be focusing on the identification (especially field ID) of temperate Bamboos, on both genus and species 
level.  We also plan to include discussions on selection and placement.  With over 250 species in 23 genera to 

work with, most actively shooting during that time, we will have lots to look at and learn from. 
$100. early registration (March 15); $125. late registration (after March 15) 

(limit 20 participants) 
 
 

June 3 – 8 -- Bamboo & Cement:  A Modern Marriage 
   5-day intensive workshop at EARF near Summertown, TN.   

Instructor:  Adam Turtle 
$400. early registration (May 1); $500. late registration (after May 1) 

 Handouts, breakfasts, lunches and 2 suppers included 
The “marriage” of Bamboo and Cement is much like that of ferro-cement only by substituting Bamboo for steel 

we reduce the ecological footprint – and cost, while increasing versatility and producing a lighter weight end 
product.  We will combine demonstration and discussion with instruction and practical hands-on application, 
addressing design as well as implementation from harvesting, splitting and weaving the Bamboo to mixing, 

applying and finishing the cement. 
 

 
September 22 & 23 -- Fall Equinox Green Gathering 
    2-day gathering – pot luck, classes & workshops, Tours, 
    Auction, Barter Fair, bonfire, and more. 
     
 
 
 
 
For More Information on any of the above classes, contact: 
 

Adam or Sue Turtle 
Earth Advocates Research Farm 

30 Myers Road 
Summertown, TN  38483-7323 

Phone:  931-964-4151 
Email:  BambooInstTenn@aol.com 
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 The SEC website, www.sec-bamboo.org, is about to undergo a re-design. Now is your chance to add your input. We are 
requesting input from members as to how we can make our site a more useful tool to facilitate communication within the 
chapter, and to help promote bamboo to the general public.  
 
On April 1st a new form will be added to the website that will allow members to email us ideas and suggestions as to how 
they feel the website can be improved. We will be collecting member comments until June 1st. Our goal is to have the new 
website completed and launched by November of 2007 in time for the ABS Annual Meeting. 
 
In the mean time please visit the website regularly for updates, events and articles related to bamboo and the Southeast 
Chapter. 
 

On January 25-28 the Southeast Chapter of ABS had an educational booth at the Atlanta Garden & Patio Show held at the 
Cobb Galleria.  Chapter members Robby Russell, Mike Hotchkiss, and Harry Abel displayed bamboo plants, culms, and crafts.  
They answered questions on bamboo and passed out handouts on membership, bamboo sources, bamboo websites, and 
controlling bamboo. 

*** 
Harry Abel designed a bamboo themed garden for the Discovery Division Garden Design competition in an 8x8’ raised 
box at the Southeastern Flower Show in Atlanta, Georgia that was held on February 7-11.  Large and small bamboo 
plants donated by Georgia Bamboo were used in the garden, and it was assembled by Harry, Robby Russell and 
Harry’s daughter.  Handouts on bamboo were placed at the garden, and Harry Abel was present to answer questions 
on bamboo. 

*** 
Jim Triplett and Lynn Clark of Iowa State University are conducting research on the classification and taxonomy of the 
genus Arundinaria, which are the only bamboos native to the U.S.  They have changed the status of the subspecies gigantea 
and tecta to full species and added a third species, A. appalachiana.  The common names for these bamboos are river cane, 
switch cane, and hill cane respectively.  Hill cane had been previously identified as a distinctive form of Arundinaria that is 
deciduous in most locations but it had not been recognized as a separate taxa for many years.  
 
 For more information see Chris Stapleton’s comments at: http://bamboo-identification.co.uk/html/news.html.  Please 
email Mike Hotchkiss at hotchkiss@alltel.net if you would like a PDF file of the original paper entitled: Hill Cane 
(Arundinaria appalachiana), a new species of bamboo (Poaceae:Bambusoideae) from the southern Appalachian mountains by 
J.K. Triplett, A.S. Weakley, L.G. Clark. 
 

Deadline for Newsletter Summer Edition items: June 1, 2007 
In the interest of assuring that everyone received this edition, we decided to go with “Snail Mail.” Please contact me if 

you would like to receive your newsletter by email instead of a paper version.  
Submissions to the SEC newsletter may be made via email or regular mail to the editor: 

Katie Cato 
6273 Thigpen Trail 
Doerun, GA 31744 

(229)782-7455 
kcato@colquitt.k12.ga.us 

 

www.sec-bamboo.org 
Webmaster- John Tkach 



Page 6 of 8 

SEC Library Report 
February 17, 2007 

 
Since the last SEC Annual Meeting in February, 2006, 
the library has been used by both SEC members and 
non-members. 
 

23 books and 7 videos were checked out during the year. 
 

Currently 3 books and 1 video are on loan to SEC 
members. 
 

We also received donations this year: 
Jaap Koppedrayer donated a copy of his video “All Tied 
Up in Bow Making” and Keiji & Stefani Oshima 

donated photos from the 2005 Annual ABS meeting 
held in Houston, Texas. 
 

We also added the following books to the 
library: 
 
Bamboo Furniture, P. aurea, a Process Manual 
The Anatomy of Bamboo Culms 
Compendium of Chinese Bamboo 
Bamboo – the Amazing Grass 
How-to Bamboo – Simple Instructions & Projects 
 

A list of available books and videos can be seen on the SEC website or can be requested from the librarian. 
 

Mary Ann Silverman 
1458 Dusty Road 

Crewe, VA   23930 
(434) 645-7662 

maryann@midatlanticbamboo.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Item                                      Bid            Winning bidder 
Sasa veitchii                                               45              Paul Schneider 
Bambusa malingensis                               40                Robby Russell 
Bambusa sp. clone X                                  30                Stephen Garton 
Ph. nigra Henon                                            20                Mary Ann Silverman 
Ph. aurea Koi                                                 30                John Tkach 
Yushania anceps Pitt White                        25                Sue Turtle 
Arundinaria appalachiana                           30               Tracy Cato 
Ch. tumidissinoda                                         60               John Tkach 
Bambusa multiplex Stripestem fernleaf     65               Tracy Cato 
Sinobambusa tootsik albostriata                30               Mary Ann Silverman 
Ph. edulis                                                      20               John Tkach 
Pl. pygmaeus Ramosissimus                     15               Dot Schneider 
Pseudosasa japonica tsutsumiana           10               John Tkach 
Semiarundinaria okuboi                             35              Dot Schneider 
Bamboo Rug 2'x3'                                       15              Stephen Garton 
Bamboo China (4 cups, 2 saucers, 2plates)           35            ? 
Oriental box                                                  12              Mike Hotchkiss 
TOTAL                                                                     517 
 
 

The auction was 
held after the 

business 
meeting at the 

SEC annual 
meeting on 

February 17, 

2007.  All 
items were 
donated by 

chapter 
members. Paul 

Schneider 
served as our 
auctioneer.   
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Southeast Chapter ABS Annual Meeting Minutes 

Bamboo Farm & Coastal Gardens, Savannah, GA 
February 17, 2007 

 
Stephen Garton, superintendent at the Bamboo Farm & 
Coastal Gardens welcomed us to the Bamboo Farm.  He 
suggested that we expand our meeting to become an 
educational effort to inform the public about bamboo.  He 
noted a great interest in bamboo and a great potential for 
promoting bamboo for many new uses such as carbon 
sequestration. He wants help to put on a bamboo festival.  
Mid April was suggested as a good time to do such a 
festival.  He also made a request for grant funds to help 
interpret the collection to the public.  Bill King mentioned 
that the ABS is currently soliciting grant applications.  
Dave Linvill brought up the idea of establishing a 
partnership between the SEC chapter and the Bamboo 
Farm.  Dr. Garton was in agreement and Dave said he 
would make a formal proposal in the business meeting.  
Several people affirmed the importance of the bamboo farm 
and the wonderful resource it represents.  He mentioned 
that the Bamboo Farm is doing a long-term strategic plan 
and will be forming a committee to develop the plan.  
Bamboo is the core collection of the site. He would like to 
explore ways that they can complement or improve the 
collection.  He mentioned that they now can sell bamboo 
plants and products as long as they include an educational 
component and as long as they keep a good account of 
what has been sold.  Feedback from several members was 
that we do not have a problem with the bamboo farm 
selling bamboo.  The bamboo farm would like a statement 
of support from the chapter for the selling of plants.  Sue 
mentioned that there was not a local bamboo source and 
many gardens often sell plants.  Bill King mentioned that 
he would only be concerned if they sold large quantities.  
Stephen also passed on a request from Todd Forrest at the 
New York Botanic Garden for 400 4” diameter 
Phyllostachys bambusoides poles and that their budget is 
$1.50/ft. or $45 a pole. 
 
The next speaker was Melanie Harrison-Dunn, Curator of 
the USDA Temperate Bamboo Germplasm Collection in 
Byron, GA.  Melanie introduced herself as curator of the 
collection.  She mentioned that there are two new 
employees with the Plant Introduction Station that have an 
interest in the collection and have been helping to clean and 
groom more of the groves.  One is located at Byron and one 
is at Griffin, but can help out.  There may be changes in 
how they treat plants for fire ants that are destined for areas 
in the fire ant quarantine.  She will be meeting with a 
representative of the GA Dept. of Agriculture and may 
have to change their treatment protocol.  If this happens 
they may have to limit distribution to 3 or4 times a year.  
Melanie also mentioned that they will be adding some new 
species to the GRIN (Germplasm Repository Information 
Network) listings.  These additions include a Pseudosasa 

amabilis, Arundinaria gigantea, Phyllostachys bissetii 
dwarf, and Phyllostachys propinqua.  Melanie wants to 
improve the signage for the collection.  This would include 
replacing missing signs and installing durable signs in such 
a manner that they are not damaged by tractors and other 
equipment.  Several people made suggestions for 
improving the signs.  Steve Stampers laminated signs were 
suggested as a possibility as were other options. 
 
Other announcements: 
Michele Von Bergen mentioned the address of Bamboo 
World, the bamboo information and discussion website that 
she hosts: 
http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/Bamboo_World/ . 
 
Stefani Oshima 
  Stefani is a member and nursery owner from the 
mountains of western North Carolina. Stefani told us of the 
possibility of having a bamboo festival at the Asheville 
Botanical Garden.  The Botanical Garden will publicize the 
event and vendors would receive free admission, a booth, 
and a chair.  The Gardens would receive 15% of any sales.  
Stefani said that there is a lot of space in which to set up 
booths.  She would like to do this in the summer and 
suggested dates in July and August.  Members gave 
feedback and a date in July was selected but since the 
meeting the date has changed and is now August 11th and 
12th.  Preliminary information is being sent to potential 
vendors in several chapters and details and sign up forms 
will be available by the end of March.  Stefani is serving as 
the coordinator for this event but she needs our support as 
vendors. 
 
Michele von Bergen brought up the idea of a chapter T-
shirt.  Paul Schneider mentioned that the design on the 
1995 ABS meeting t-shirt was one of his favorites and 
would be his choice.  Robby Russell asked that members 
with ideas send them to him. He has a graphic artist that 
can refine the idea and make it suitable for printing on a 
shirt.  He also showed a picture that was the basis for 1995 
shirt.  Sue Turtle suggested that the shirts should be all 
cotton or a cotton/bamboo blend.  Stefani Oshima made a 
motion that Robby be in charge of this idea and he will 
report back to the chapter on the status of this project.  Paul 
suggested putting the options on the website so we could 
choose. 
 
Steve Ray mentioned that he had a hard time finding out 
when the meeting was going to be held.  Sue Turtle 
suggested that we send out a postcard or a one page mailer 
to publicize these events in advance.  It was noted that this 
would normally be done by the chapter secretary. 
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At this point, President Robby Russell formally opened the 
business meeting and introduced John Tkach of Charlotte, 
NC as the chapter’s new webmaster.  John had been 
appointed to this position by President Russell following 
the resignation of Gayle Lewis.  John asked the members 
present to give him ideas for new content for the website.  
A motion was made and seconded to let John reorganize 
the website.  MaryAnn Silverman reported that several 
books have been given to the bamboo farm along with a 
plant of Bambusa textilis Kanapaha (which was originally 
dug from the Bamboo Farm in the late 1970’s) in memory 
of Richard Waldron.  MaryAnn suggested that Stephen 
Garton should decide on a plaque to go with the B. textilis 
plant that would fit it with the gardens.  The chapter will 
pay for the plaque.  We have not heard from Kanapaha 
Gardens in Gainesville concerning book donations and 
Mike Hotchkiss will contact them again and send a list of 
titles that the chapter could provide. 
 
Bert Silverman opened discussion on the request by the 
Bamboo Farm for a grant from the chapter that would be 
used for interpretation of the bamboo collection at the 
Bamboo Farm and suggested an amount of $2000.  Dave 
Linvill stated that a formal agreement was needed first.  
Bill King mentioned that we approved this two years ago 
but it was never formalized in writing.  Stephen agreed that 
the proposal needs to come from them and be approved by 
the chapter.  Dave Linvill also stated that the chapter 
should have a member on the long range strategic planning 
committee.  Michelle von Bergen and Sue Turtle both 
expressed interest in this job.  Paul Schneider suggested 
breaking the discussion into 2 motions.  The first motion 
was to appoint a volunteer for the strategic planning 
committee and to authorize a travel stipend.  Sue Turtle 
volunteered to represent the chapter on the committee and 
the motion was approved.  The amount of the stipend was 
not discussed.  The second motion was to authorize an 
amount of $2000 to be granted to the bamboo farm and 
coastal gardens contingent upon receipt of a proposal that 
will be reviewed by a committee headed by Mike 
Hotchkiss with members appointed by Mike.  The 
committee will solicit feedback on the proposal from the 
chapter membership.   
 
Nominations for the Chapter offices of President, Vice 
President, Treasurer, and Secretary.  (Ed. note – normally a 
committee appointed by the president would suggest 
nominees but this had not been done, so nominations were 
taken from the floor). 
 

Michelle von Bergen and Tracy Cato were nominated for 
President.  Each introduced themselves, and Tracy turned 
down the nomination for president but volunteered to serve 
as vice president.  Robby closed the discussion and both 
were elected by unanimous vote.  John Tkach volunteered 
for the position of secretary.  He was nominated and 
elected by unanimous vote.  Lau- Kin Chan (who was not 
present) was re-nominated as treasurer and elected 
unanimously.  Robby has since spoken with Lau-Kin and 
she has agreed to serve as treasurer for one more year. 
 
Bill King’s term as ABS representative will end at the ABS 
meeting in Philadelphia in October.  Nominations for ABS 
representative were opened and Bill King was nominated.  
Bill accepted the nomination and was unanimously elected.  
The chapter had not elected any new board members in 
recent years so the President opened the floor for 
nominations.  Paul Schneider, Robert Russell and Mike 
Hotchkiss were nominated by Bert Silverman, seconded 
and elected.  Bert Silverman mentioned the appointed 
positions of librarian and membership representative.  Mary 
Ann Silverman, the current librarian, agreed to continue in 
that position.  Sue Turtle mentioned that all membership 
applications will be sent to Kathy Small in Encinitas, CA 
and we will not need anyone to process memberships 
except for chapter only members.  John Tkach offered to 
maintain a chapter membership list.  John has already 
contacted Kathy Small and will share the list with the 
newsletter editor. 
 
Sue Turtle explained the BOTA project in Central and 
South America and asked the chapter to consider making a 
donation to BOTA.  The money would be given to support 
a student doing research on bamboo in the field.  Some 
ABS chapters have given amounts ranging from $1000 to 
$2500 for this effort and others have not made donations.  
There was discussion on this with various members being 
for and against the donation.  Members agreed that BOTA 
is a worthwhile organization but some said they would 
prefer to support work on bamboo in the southeastern U.S.  
A motion was made to give $1000 to BOTA for this year 
only and it passed with a majority vote. 
 
Bert Silverman made a motion to amend the bylaws so that 
the annual meeting can be held on any date designated by 
the board of directors.  Robby Russell asked if there was 
any further business and then closed the meeting. 
Submitted by Mike Hotchkiss 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


