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Mark Your Calendar!!! 
 

Fall Cleanup at Byron/Gathering at Dick George’s 
October 11, 2008 

 

ABS National Meeting in San Francisco, CA 
November 7-8, 2008 

 

SEC Annual Meeting/Festival in Savannah 
February 13-15, 2009 

 

Spring Clean-Up at Byron 
Date TBA 

 

3rd Annual Bamboo Festival at NC Arboretum 
July 11-12, 2009 

 

SEC Hosts ABS National Meeting 
November 4-7 2010 

 

 

 
Hello and Happy Fall! 
 

We hope all of you are doing well.  We are glad to see the 
oppressive heat gone and are looking forward to more of the 
beautiful fall weather that we’ve had the last couple of weeks. 
 

The 2nd Annual Bamboo Festival hosted by the SEC in Asheville, 
NC, was once again a great success!  Estimated attendance was 
significantly higher than last year, and the addition of several 
new vendors allowed us to expand our bamboo offerings.  
Stefani Oshima deserves many thanks for first proposing the 
idea of the festival in Asheville and then working tirelessly these 
last two years to organize the event.  Stefani’s vision and 
commitment have been the driving force behind getting the 
festival off the ground.  Debra Behrle assisted Stefani in 
organizing this year’s event and will take over as Coordinator 
of next year’s event.  Many thanks to Debra as well for her 
enthusiasm!  We know she is more than capable of building on 
the groundwork that Stefani has laid these first two years.  
Finally, thanks to everyone else who helped with the festival.  It 
would not have been possible without the team of volunteers, 
speakers, vendors, and workshop leaders that came together 
and contributed their time and talents.   
 

To all of you who attended, we appreciate your interest and 
hope it was worthwhile and informative.  We welcome any 
comments/suggestions or offers to help with future chapter 
events.  Please contact me regarding any of these.  On a side 
note, I plan on sending out email reminders for future chapter 
events.  If you received an email from me about our upcoming 
fall gathering, then you are on the list.  If you didn’t receive an 
email and would like to receive email reminders about future 
events, please email me at info@thigpentrailbamboo.com with 
the subject “bamboo email list” and I’ll add you to the list.  We 
hope to see all of you soon!  Take care! 
 

Tracy Cato 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Fall Clean-Up Day at Byron/ Gathering at  
Dick George’s Gardens 

October 11, 2008 
 

There will be a cleanup day in the bamboo groves of the 
USDA temperate bamboo germplasm collection on October 
11th, 2008, at 9 am at the USDA Southeastern Fruit and Tree 
Nut Research Laboratory in Byron, GA.  There are 90 
accessions of over 70 species and cultivars of 
bamboo.  Participants can dig plants and take home poles 
thinned from the groves.  Anyone wanting to dig more than a 
few plants is encouraged to make an appointment to dig on 
Friday, October 10.  Contact Melanie Harrison Dunn, 
(770) 412-4097 for more information.   
 

DIRECTIONS: To get to the USDA Lab take I-75 to exit 149 
and head east on GA49 (left turn if coming from the north and 
right if coming from the south).  Approximately one block from 
the interstate, turn right on Dunbar Rd. (just past the Krystal) 
and go 1/4 mile.  The entrance to the Lab is on the left. 
 

We are combining the fall Byron cleanup day with a 
gathering at chapter member Dick George’s 100-year old 
homestead in Macon, GA.  Dick and wife Rusty live a short 
twenty-minute drive from the Byron USDA station, so we will 
be gathering there after the cleanup work is done.  Dick is a 
master gardener and his extensive gardens incorporate 
several varieties of bamboo among many other diverse 
plantings. 
 

Dick and Rusty are looking forward to hosting the chapter 
social.  If there will be family members who won't attend 
the cleanup, they're welcome to come to the George's 
early and cool-out. (It should still be warm enough to 
swim in their 50' lap pool.)  And those who'd like to camp 
there on Friday/Saturday are invited. In addition to a 
large parking area for RVs, there are lots of tent sites and 
a 60' covered front porch if you just want to bring a cot! 
 

 
 
 

The SouthEast Chapter of the 
American Bamboo Society 

 

Quarterly Newsletter 
Fall Edition                    October 2008 

Submissions for the next newsletter are due no later than December 1, 2008.  All submissions should be sent to Newsletter Editor, Katie Cato 
kcato@colquitt.k12.ga.us or by mail to 6273 Thigpen Trail, Doerun, GA 31744, (229) 782-7455. 
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Dick & Rusty are offering Chili (Meat and Vegetarian), side 
dishes, and dessert for Saturday's supper, with all donations 
going to the Chapter treasury. (You're encouraged to BYOB 
for libations other than soft drinks.)  Their kitchen is 
available for anyone who can prepare a dish with bamboo 
shoots for the group.  Anyone with dietary restrictions or 
concerns, please contact Dick ahead of time so that we can 
accommodate everyone who wants to attend. 
 

They do need to know how many to plan for, including 
overnight stays. Please email Dick at 
rsgeorge@mindspring.com or call them @ 478 471-1315 
at least several days before the event. 
 

DIRECTIONS TO DICK GEORGE’S: Leave Byron on I-75 
North and take I-475 North when it branches left from I-75. Get 
off at Zebulon Road Exit (#9) and go right (toward Macon) for 
1.7 miles. Lowes and Walmart on left and Kroger on right.  
Continue on Zebulon Road through traffic light intersection 
where Bass Road (left) turns into Foster Road (right). In about 
1/2 mile, at the end of large Carlyle Place development on 
right, look for two rural mail boxes, stucco marker with "5276" 
and "Private Drive" sign. Turn right up long driveway to 
parking lot. 
 

Recent Chapter  Events: 
 

ABS SOUTHEAST CHAPTER BOARD  
MEETING MINUTES 

JULY 11, 2008 
Reported by Debra Behrle, Chapter Secretary 

 
Board members present were Tracy Cato, Katie Cato, Paul 
Schneider, Robby Russell, Mike Hotchkiss, Sue and Adam Turtle, 
and approximately 33 Members and Prospective Members. 
 

Tracy opened the meeting by announcing that John Tkach was 
resigning as Secretary, and asked for volunteers.  Debra Behrle* of 
Black Mountain, NC volunteered. Adam moved to accept and the 
motion was seconded by applause. Position to start immediately. 
 

Robby Russell gave the Treasurer’s Report.  Savannah Bamboo 
Farm & Coastal Gardens has been selling our T-shirts since the 
February Meeting, and this has brought in $500.00. It is necessary 
to replenish our T-shirts at this time.  Adam suggested another 
contest for a new design. Nothing was decided at this time. 
 

Paul Schneider discussed the Anderson Cemetery Clean-up this 
spring. The Chapter has been maintaining this Moso Grove for 17 
years. He asked us to consider grooming an additional area next 
spring. This will be voted on at the February meeting in Savannah. 
 

Katie Cato read a letter we received from BOTA requesting funding 
from all Chapters and/or individuals for their conservation efforts 
this year. A Chapter Level donation is $2,500.00. Adam suggested 
we ask if we donated $1,500.00 this year and added last years 
$1,000.00, would this qualify for the $2,500.00 Chapter Level 
donation. Sue will inquire.  Sue Turtle reminded us of some of 
their projects and the trip to Ecuador September 3-16, 2008. 
Northern California & Southern California chapters have both 
donated. Dave Linvill questioned the validity of last year’s 

donation. Sue stated that an area in Mexico has been established 
where the native people are being taught the environmental and 
economic benefits of saving and preserving the indigenous 
bamboo. Paul spoke of the eco-difficulties in additional foreign 
regions such as Central America, Asia, etc. A motion was made by 
Adam to donate $1,500.00. The motion carried by majority, with 
one opposing vote. 
 

Sue Turtle opened the discussion regarding the Savannah meeting 
set for February 2009. Suggestions that came out of this 
discussion are as follows: more hands-on demonstrations (esp. 
propagation), more and longer grove tours, having the lectures 
spaced further apart and possibly showing a video.  Matthew 
English volunteered to do a hands-on demo on propagation as 

ell as a workshop of his choosing.  w
  

Grove tours:  Adam suggested allocating a minimum of two hours 
for partial grove tours. Another option is a complete Grove Tour 
lasting 3-4 hours. Adam also proposed a tour starting at first light 
accommodating approx. 30 people. A start time of 10:00 am was 
also mentioned. This needs to be discussed further and voted on. 
 

Dave Linvill suggested 2 live lectures in the morning and a video 
lecture in the afternoon. Stephen feels it’s important to have a live 
person in the room even if there’s a video lecture. The idea of the 
Festival is to entertain and educate the public and videos don’t 
always attract people. Nothing has been decided at this point.  The 
idea of having food vendors was mentioned, as well as the 
possibility of cooking/grilling bamboo shoots. 
 

The date for the February Savannah Festival is February 14th & 15th, 
2009.  Set-up and Meeting Friday February 13th.  Katie and Tracy 
informed us that they will not be   present at the February meeting 
THE BABY IS DUE!! Congratulations to the happy couple. You’ll 
be missed. 
 

Details for Savannah 2009 will be finalized by Stephen, Sue, and 
Tracy.  
 

Stefani Oshima asked for volunteers for the registration/T-shirt 
booth and passed around a sign-up sheet. She also informed us 
that for next year’s Asheville Festival she is setting up committees. 
She will be asking for volunteers. The Festival is growing and she 
needs additional help. 
 

Margaret from the Arboretum informed us of specific deadlines 
for optimal advertising, 8 weeks prior to the event is necessary. She 
stated that she had 20 phone calls about the event. For the Rose 
show, (one of their biggest) she only had one.  
 

A special thanks was given to Stefani for all her work.  
 

The doors will open at 8am on Saturday and 9:30am on Sunday. 
 

We discussed setting the date for next year’s Festival. Jim Best 
asked if the Highland Games at Grandfather Mountain would 
interfere with the weekend’s turnout.  Margaret feels that we 
would draw a different type of people. We will discuss this after the 
Festival and give her a date ASAP.  
Savannah 2010 will be held the first weekend in November 2010. 
Sue brought sign-up sheets for the various committees and asked 
for anyone interested to sign up at the registration table. Savannah 
2010 will be discussed in depth at the February 2009 meeting. 

http://mail01.mail.com/scripts/mail/compose.mail?compose=1&.ob=79f700aded8929b8a934a1ff33d13d1a90139594&composeto=rsgeorge%40mindspring.com


Everyone was reminded that the Arboretum receives 15% of Gross 
from each vendor.   

Tom Harlow requested any additional donations for the Silent 
Auction. 

  

 Meeting adjourned at 7:45 pm
  

 
 

  
  
  
  
  

  
  
 

  
  

  
  
  
  
  
     

  
  
  
  
  

Highlights From the 2nd Annual Bamboo Festival at the NC Arboretum 
July 11-12, 2008 
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Many thanks to Tom Harlow who solicited donations and 
coordinated the auctions! The auctions were the main chapter 
fundraisers during the festival and were a great success.  Thanks  
also to Adam Turtle for serving as Auctioneer! 
 

Live Auction Results 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Silent Auction Donated Items 
NON-PLANT ITEM DONOR 

2 Ikebena Bamboo containers Appalachian Bamboo 

 3 CDs of bamboo flute music Greg White Hunt 

Ceramic serving tray Giana Eden Pottery 

Twin Bamboo Blanket Bamboo Comfort 

Water Dipper Harry Abel 

2 Bamboo Pickles Bamboo Ladies 

Bamboo Plate Nanako 
Bamboo Preservation Compendium 
by Walter Liese and Satish Kumar Karen Vohman 

Bamboo Vase Georgia Rowswell 

 
Festival Pictures 

 

Page 1: SEC group photo at NC Arboretum Page 3: from left to 
right: 1) Sue Turtle and Matthew English at Registration Table 2) 
Manny Johnson with bamboo didjeridoos 3) Jim Best 4) Dave & 
Georgia Rowswell 5) Dot & Paul Schneider 6) Keith Young with 
bamboo bike 7) Harry Abel and wife 8) Nanoko booth 9) Keiji 
Oshima of Haiku Bamboo10) Mike Hotchkiss & Robbie Russell of 
GA Bamboo 11) Chris Tait of Bamboo Comfor  12) Giana Eden 
Pottery 13) Adam Turtle & festival visitors Page 4: Tom Harlow, 
Auction Coordinator, at Auction table  

 
Pictures taken  by Stefani oshima and Katie Cato 
 

Upcoming Events: 
 

2008 ABS General Meeting 
 In San Francisco, CA 

November 7-8  
 

“Urban Bamboo” is the theme for the 2008 Annual Meeting of 
the American Bamboo Society, which will be held at the San 
Francisco Zoo. 

 

November is the time of the year when San Francisco is at its most 
beautiful. The weather is mellow (highs 51-64 F, 11 - 18 C) and 
trees are just starting to take on fall colors, and it is a great time for 
the ABS Annual meeting. 

 

Members of the Northern California Chapter of the ABS (NCC) 
are inviting specialists from around the country and the world to 
this event that will be held at the San Francisco Zoo, located on 
San Francisco's western shoreline. The sixty acre Zoo has a well-
established bamboo landscape utilizing many species which grow in 
the unique summer fog for which the region is famous. 
Participants will be given time to wander the Zoo grounds and 
enjoy the grand collection of flora and fauna — it's one of the 
finest Zoos in the nation! 

 

The Zoo's Superintendent of Grounds has been a great advocate 
for bamboo for years (with encouragement from Northern 
California Chapter member Hastings Schmidt, who donated a great 
deal of bamboo to the Zoo). The NCC quarantine greenhouse is 

PLANT NAME DONOR PRICE 

Borinda fungosa Paul Schneider $25 

Chimonobambusa  tumidissinoda Mike Turner $25 

Chimonobambusa tumidissinoda Mike Turner $25 

Chimonobambusa tumidissinoda Paul Schneider $50 
 

Hibanobambusa tranquillans 
'Shiroshima' ‘Our' Bamboo Nursery $40 

Indocalamus longiauritus ‘Our' Bamboo Nursery $35 

Otatea acuminata ssp aztecorum Paul Schneider $70 

Phyllostachys atrovaginata ‘Our' Bamboo Nursery $45 
P. aureosulcata 'Harbin' Thigpen Trail Bamboo Farm $35 

P. aureosulcata 'Spectabilis' Appalachian Bamboo $35 

P. aureosulcata 'Spectabilis' Tom Harlow $25 

P. bambusoides 'Allgold' Georgia Bamboo $25 

P. bambusoides 'Tanakae' Lewis Bamboo $40 

P. glauca ‘Our' Bamboo Nursery $25 

P. nigra 'Bory' Thigpen Trail Bamboo Farm $40 

P. nigra daikokuchiku Georgia Bamboo $60 

P. Nigra Henon JM Bamboo $30 

P. viridistriatus Haiku Bamboo Nursery $25 

P. vivax aureocaulis Georgia Bamboo $30 

P. vivax huanwenzhu Georgia Bamboo $115 

Pleioblastus juxianensis ‘Our' Bamboo Nursery $25 
 

Sasa veitchii Thigpen Trail Bamboo Farm $25 
 

Sasaella masamuneana 
'Albostriata' Thigpen Trail Bamboo Farm $40 

Semiarundinaria yashadake kimmei Mike Turner $45 

Sinobambusa tootsik 'Albostriata' Paul Schneider $40 

   

TOTAL  $860 

Page 4 of 8 
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located on Zoo grounds. The Zoo has a first class meeting facility 
and a great area for our trade show and plant sales. There is a large 
indoor space for exhibits and posters, so plan to come exhibit your 
wares or bring a board to show what you've been up to. 

 

Planned featured presentations include bamboo architecture from 
Brazil by Celina Llerena; Hui Xue on plants from Yunnan, China -- 
some of which are surprisingly cold-tolerant; Gerard Minakawa, a 
Bolivian-American-Japanese sculptor and furniture maker; all tied 
together with our general theme of “Urban Bamboo.” 

 

Walking tours will focus on urban plantings in San Francisco's 
downtown as well as the amazing work done in recent years to 
showcase mountain clumpers in the arboretum at the San 
Francisco Botanical Garden. All topped off with a party cruise on 
San Francisco Bay on Saturday night. Many ABS old-timers will 
remember the 1994 bay cruise with the backdrop of the city's lights 
reflected off the shimmering waters. And for those able to stay in 
the area on Sunday, 9 November, we have added a bus tour to 
Bamboo Sourcery Nursery and Gardens in Sebastopol, CA.  

 

Mark your calendars for November 7 & 8 - plus the optional days 
for the ABS events in San Francisco.   
 

To register and for additional information, please refer 
to the ABS website http://www.americanbamboo.org 
where there is a link for the Annual Meeting.  

 
SEC Annual Meeting/Winter Festival 

Savannah, GA 
February 13-15, 2009 

 

More details about the upcoming Savannah meeting will be in the 
winter newsletter and on the website.   Tentative 
workshops/lectures include bamboo propagation, edible shoot 
preparation, grove tours, and the recent BOTA trip to Ecuador.  
Any ideas/suggestions for bamboo talks or workshops are 
welcome.  Also, we will again have bamboo plant and product sales 
in Savannah.  Any of you who would like to vend, please email 
Tracy:  info@thigpentrailbamboo.com. 
 

We will also continue preparations for the 2010 National ABS 
meeting to be held in Savannah.  Everyone’s input and ideas are 
needed so please make plans to attend and help us make the 2010 
gathering a success!  If you would like to help with 2010 planning, 
but can’t attend the February meeting, please contact Tracy. 
 

3rd Annual Bamboo Festival  
At the NC Arboretum 

July 11-12, 2009 
 

It's time to get involved in The 2009 Bamboo Festival held at The 
North Carolina Arboretum in Asheville, NC, July 11th &12th. Set-
up for the festival is July 10th. 
 

Here is the list of committees we need help with: 
 

Membership Recruitment Committee /Information Table: Katie 
Cato will oversee this committee. This includes volunteering to 
man the membership table at the festival and the possible creation 
of a brochure describing the plants that will be available at the 
plant auction. 
 

Vendor Recruitment Committee: Tracy Cato has volunteered 
to head up this committee. This is a committee we can all 
participate in. Let's all keep our eyes and ears open for potential 
vendors to add to the festival. The guidelines are that any items 
sold at the festival need to be Bamboo oriented and all vendors 
must be ABS members. 
 

Mop and Broom Committee: This is important to all of us. Many 
hands make light the load! This is “clean -up after set-up” at the 
end of the first day and at the close of the festival. 
 

Program/Publicity Committee: Stephen Garton has volunteered to 
head up this committee. This includes lining up speakers, 
presentations, and demonstrations. If anyone has any suggestions 
or input in this area please let us know. 
  

Food and Beverage/Catering Committee: For feeding the group 
during the festival. This includes dinner before Friday night’s 
Annual Meeting, I'd like to see this committee filled with Asheville 
area members. 
 

Signage/Publicity Committee: This committee needs to discuss 
placement and type of signage to be used for the festival. 
 

Truck and Ladder Committee: Table movers, box carriers, plant 
transporters, arrangers, covering tables with table cloths, hanging 
signage, banners, etc. Volunteers need to be available for Friday 
afternoon set-up, as well as Sunday afternoon tear-down. 
 

Plant Auction Committee: Tom Harlow has once again 
volunteered to head this committee.  He will need your help with 
the Silent Auction and Plant Auction. We also need a Drop-Off 
Location for donors not coming to the Festival. Adam Turtle will 
be Auctioneer once again this year. Thank you Adam and Tom. 
 

I'm looking forward to next year’s festival and working with all of 
you.  Each year we have continued to grow and expand and I know 
that with your help this will continue.  Thank you all for your 
support. 
 

Deb Behrle  
Festival Chairperson 
whitefeather@bellsouth.net or (828) 301-2112  
 

Member Submission: 
What’s In A Name? - The Bamboo Fabric Mystery 

by John Eden from Jesup, GA 
 

What is bamboo fabric? 
 

Mystery abounds in the world of bamboo, and that’s one of 
the things that keeps us fascinated. When that mystery is “Why 
did that new division I set out three weeks ago send up shoots 
that surpass the height and breadth of the culms in the 

http://www.minakawa.com/
http://www.americanbamboo.org/
mailto:whitefeather@bellsouth.net
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division?” or “What is that bamboo in the bonsai pot my friend 
gave me?” then mystery is good and  stimulates our intellectual 
integrity. 
 

When mystery extends to the true nature of products offered 
for sale as “bamboo fabric,” then our whole bamboo venture is 
at risk. 
 

I have been a bamboo lover for most of my life, and have been 
trying to be a small-scale grower for a dozen years now, so 
when companies in the USA began offering clothing made from 
“bamboo fabric,” I was excited. I ordered a few shirts from a 
company in South Carolina, and have enjoyed wearing them 
for several years now. They are soft, cool, and comfortable, 
seem to resist odor in the humid south Georgia climate, and 
wash well - just as claimed. I’ve always been a fan of “natural 
clothing” - cotton especially - and found I just could not wear 
things with polyester in them. So I was really happy that this 
new cloth was so wearable and bamboo too. 
 

I have sent gifts of this “bamboo clothing” to family and friends 
and extolled its virtues to everyone, eager to promote use of 
bamboo that would encourage wider acceptance and 
appreciation of this wonderful plant. Here was clothing as 
comfortable (almost) as cotton, yet without the “Cost of 
Cotton,” as the frightening film from back in mid-20th century 
had it. For those of you too young or otherwise innocent of the 
lovely facts of cotton production, let me just say that producing 
cotton with slaves was only a little worse than the way cotton 
was produced for most of that century - workers in the fields 
while DDT was being sprayed is one of the vivid scenes from 
that film. I imagine it is little better today in much of the world, 
despite the outlawing of DDT in the US and other industrial 
countries. Cotton-growing seems inherently detrimental to the 
environment, what with its huge requirements for petroleum 
fuels and fertilizers, water, herbicides and pesticides. 
 

So, though I was not prepared to eschew cotton t-shirts, I was 
excited that there seemed to be a natural option, an 
environmentally benign source of fabric, and that it was my 
beloved bamboo. 
 

And then, of course, the bubble burst. In the process of 
searching online for help in identifying that mystery bamboo in 
the bonsai dish, I came across an article suggesting that so-called 
bamboo fabric is a hoax. 
 

I was horrified! How could it be? All these companies marketing 
clothing made from “bamboo fabric” couldn’t be wrong. The 
glowing descriptions of the natural alternative, the 
environmentally friendly fabric, soft, odor-free, UV resistant... 
How could it all be simply a marketing ploy? One high-fashion 
clothing website I visited claims bamboo fabric is “the latest and 
hottest sustainable eco-fabric in the fashion industry.” That 
pretty much sums up how it’s being presented right now. 
Sounds so good, doesn’t it? Makes us bamboo-philes happy to 
hear it. 
 

Problem is, what is being sold to all these manufacturers as 
“bamboo fabric” may be just rayon. The process for making 
rayon is horrible, and though it’s made from natural sources, 
the fiber itself is synthetic, an extrusion from chemically liquified 
cellulose. This is where the issue gets sticky. Certainly bamboo is 
being used - has been used for a long time - as the cellulose 
basis for viscose (the technical name for rayon). But what about 

these other claims that there’s a new cloth made from true 
bamboo fibers, or that there’s a new and better process that’s 
environmentally okay? 
 

In the past few weeks, I have pursued these questions with a 
passion - my wife would say obsession. I wanted to know the 
truth of the matter, and I felt sure someone out there could give 
me facts, solid scientific proof one way or the other. 
 

And there’s the next problem. Facts, proof, even just plain old 
information about all this are danged hard to come by, as they 
say here in the South (USA). 
 

I have corresponded with several chemists who assure me that 
viscose - rayon - requires the use of very nasty chemicals, 
carbon disulfide and sulphuric acid, to break down and then 
regenerate the cellulose. (A very detailed description of the 
process is available on Wikipedia.) Regardless of the source of 
the cellulose in viscose, its chemical and fabric properties are the 
same. A representative of a company selling “bamboo” clothing 
is quoted on the National Geographic Green Guide as saying 
that all the “bamboo fabric” in the US comes from one factory 
in China, and others have noted that as bamboo chips are a 
very cheap source of cellulose in China, it’s highly likely that the 
Chinese are using bamboo to make viscose, which is then 
marketed as “bamboo fabric.” 
 

The question is complicated further by the existence of 
documents which appear to be patents (by Zhuzhou Cedar 
Ramie Industrial Co. Ltd.) on an essentially mechanical process 
for turning bamboo into fiber in much the same way that ramie 
is made into thread, and their website claims they are producing 
“Pure Natural Bamboo Fabric.” Another Chinese manufacturer, 
China KongFi Textile Co., has a very slick website which 
describes, complete with photographs, a similar process, which 
it claims to be fabric made from bamboo fibers, and offers a 
distinction between “original bamboo fiber” and bamboo pulp 
fiber. 
 

KongFi says, “As we all know, Bamboo fiber is made from 
bamboo; but in fact, lots of people don’t know that bamboo 
fiber is divided into two kinds of bamboo fiber according to 
different process flow and method: bamboo pulp fiber 
(bamboo viscose fiber) and natural original bamboo fiber. 
Natural original bamboo fiber is a kind of new type natural 
fiber using physical and mechanical method of making pure 
natural original bamboo fiber. Original bamboo fiber is 
essentially different from bamboo pulp fiber.” However, my 
chemist friends counter that the phrase “bamboo fiber is made 
from bamboo” is not something we all know. 
 

In fact, in both Germany and Brazil, and possibly other 
countries, where strict labeling requirements prevail, there is no 
fabric which can be labeled “bamboo fabric.” There is only 
viscose. As far as I have been able to determine, no one has 
validated these claims for a new fiber made of bamboo. 
According to tests done in Germany (by Verbraucherzentrale 
Berlin), these fabrics test out the same as any other viscose 
fabric. 
 

The other problem is that no one, even the clothing 
manufacturers, seem to be able to get good information from 
the factories producing the fabric. This is the full quote from a 
National Geographic Green Guide article (“How Green are 
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Bamboo Clothes?” By Mary Logan Barmeyer) about the 
manufacture of bamboo fabric: 
 

“Not only are bamboo's growing methods questioned, but so is 
the process of turning the stalk into fiber for fabrics and 
clothing. According to Morris Saintsing, sales development and 
operations partner of bamboo clothing retailer Bamboosa, all 
bamboo stalk intended for clothing in the United States is 
converted into raw fiber at one factory in China. "This is a 
proprietary process and they have a patent on it," says 
Saintsing. "It's hard to find out what is going on from an R&D 
standpoint," he adds. Other sources have compared it to the 
viscose process used on rayon, which involves sodium 
hydroxide and carbon disulfide, both of which are caustic, and 
carbon disulfide has been known to cause breathing and 
sleeping problems among workers. Sodium hydroxide can 
threaten aquatic wildlife when released into groundwater and 
streams.” 
 

“Saintsing said that greener ways of creating bamboo fabrics are 
being tested, but those generally result in a linen-like product 
that doesn't have the silky texture people are looking for in 
clothing. Few of the alternatives are in use, but ‘We're doing 
what we can to make it a greener process,’ he says.” 

 

Many of the people I’ve corresponded with say that their 
efforts to find out what is actually going on in these factories 
have met with zero response. At least one person with 
impeccable bamboo credentials says that the photos and 
descriptions on the KongFi website are not believable and 
appear to be impossible to achieve with mechanical or chemical 
methods. Another points out, in an article published last year, 
that bamboo cellulose fibers are only 2 to 3 mm long, whereas 
creation of textile requires fibers at least 30 mm in length, and 
that there is no known way to “mend bamboo fibers to make 
them long enough to produce a yarn.” 
 

Here is the text from the bamboo fiber patent: “Abstract of 
WO2004076728: This invention relates to a kind of yarn 
comprising bamboo fibers and its processing method. The basic 
bamboo fibers can be individual fibers made by the process 
disclosed in Chinese Patent No. ZL0211138.7 or technical fibers 
made by reserving factitiously some lignin and pectin. In order 
to increase the spinnability and strengthen the dispersion and 
bundling property of the original bamboo fiber, the basic 
bamboo fibers are fed with oil (emulsified oil) and dried, and 
then they are dewed and fed with oil. After being stacked a 
certain time, they are picked, tidied and drafted twice, and then 
yarn form slivers satisfying the spining requirement. Slivers are 
combed, drawn, rowed and spinned. As the result, the yarn of 
basic bamboo fibers matching the textile requirements can be 
obtained. The bundles of basic bamboo fiber can be drawn 
directly or together with other textile fiber bundles so as to 
achieve yarns of different characteristics. Basic bamboo fiber are 
applied to make clothes with various count for spring and 
summer leisure, and its yarn has the function of high wet 
permeability.” 
 

So, is there such a thing as “natural bamboo fabric?” At this 
point, it seems highly unlikely. The burden of proof, of course, 
lies with these manufacturers to support their claims, and such 
proof, so far, has not been provided. Those who have traveled 
in the area report being shown “Potemkin factories” - facilities 

set up to present a good appearance but lacking in substance - 
and not being allowed full access to the facilities. Perhaps the 
companies are afraid of industrial spies, but some degree of 
openness is necessary to substantiate their claims. Neutral 
parties also could be asked to verify these claims. None of this 
seems to be happening, as consumers seem to be gullible 
enough - like me - to believe what they want to believe and 
not ask for any proof. 
 

Basket Factory in Wuyishan, China, 2006. 
 Recently venerable American bambusero Robert Roark toured 
in Kunming, China, making an attempt to penetrate the 
obfuscation and secrecy surrounding the current processes, but 
found the same story. He was given samples of what the 
factory people said was “organic” bamboo fiber and an 
explanation of a “secret” five-step process complete with 
certificates in Chinese, but due to a holiday, was unable to visit 
the factory to observe the process himself. 
 

We as bamboo growers and aficionados would all love to find 
out that there is a wonderful natural bamboo fabric. However, 
if this is, as seems likely, a fraud, a hoax, a marketing ploy - 
then the cause of bamboo will be damaged, and we must be 
the first to step up and say, “But the emperor has no clothes!” 
We struggle against (at least here in the States) negative 
attitudes about bamboo as an invasive crop already. We don’t 
need the image of hucksterism to taint our world further. 
Without blaming the people who are marketing the product, 
and without seeming to be on a vendetta against 
manufacturers, we need to present the case for serious 
investigation and scientifically verifiable labeling, and we need 
to be open about what we know and don’t know. 
 

Anything less would not be worthy of the beauty, honesty and 
integrity of the great green grasses we love. 
 
Editor’s Note: Please see the October 2006 edition of 
Bamboo Magazine for a similar discussion of this issue by 
Betty Shor.  Also, the February 2007 edition presents a 
response to Betty’s article by a company 
(EcoThreadz.com) that claims to be producing bamboo 
rayon in an eco-friendly manner using a non-toxic and 
recyclable solvent (amine oxide).   
 
Member submissions are always welcome and will be 
used as space is available.  The newsletter is intended not 
only as a tool for publicizing upcoming events; it is also a 
forum for members to share ideas and information.   

 

SEC Library Report 
September 2008 

 
No report at this time 

 

A list of available books and videos can be seen on the 
 SEC website or can be requested from the librarian. 

 
Mary Ann Silverman 

1458 Dusty Road 
 (434) 645-7662 Crewe, VA   23930 

maryann@midatlanticbamboo.com
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President:  Tracy Cato, 6273 Thigpen Trail Doerun, GA 
31744 (229) 782-7455 tcato@mail.com 
 

Vice-President:  Paul Schneider, 3050 HWY 109 N Portland 
TN 37148 (615) 323-0872 paulhschneider@comcast.net 
 

Treasurer:  Robbie Russell, 913 Evergreen St. Perry, GA 
31069 (478) 808-5811 

 

Secretary:  Debra Behrle, 113 Taylor St. Black Mountain, NC 
28711 (828) 664-0255 whitefeather@bellsouth.net 
 
 

Advisory Board Member: Adam Turtle, 30 Myers Rd. 
Summertown, TN 38483-7323 (931) 964-4151 
 

Advisory Board Member: Katie Cato 
 

Advisory Board Member: Mike Hotchkiss, 311 Main Street 
Marshallville, GA 31057 (478) 987-1795 hotchkiss@alltel.net 

OTHER POSITIONS: 
 

Founders:  Adam and Sue Turtle  
 

Webmaster:  John Tkach, 3200 Sam Wilson Rd.  Charlotte, 
NC 28214  980-428-2458  jtkach@urbanxscapes.com    
 

Newsletter Editor/Membership:  Katie Cato, 6273 Thigpen 
Trail, Doerun, GA 31744 (229) 782-7455 
kcato@colquitt.k12.ga.us 
 

Librarian:  Mary Ann Silverman, 1458 Dusty Road, Crewe, 
VA 23930 (434) 645-7662 maryann@midatlanticbamboo.com 
 

ABS Representative:  Bill King, 7423 County Road 247 Rutland, 
FL 33538 (352) 330-0766 kingfish7423@earthlink.net  
 

Liason to the Historic Bamboo Farm and Coastal Garden: 
Sue Turtle, 30 Myers Rd. Summertown, TN 38483-7323 (931) 
964-4151

Visit our website: www.sec-bamboo.org 
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